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Joint Meeting with
HM Treasury International Tax Group and HM Revenue and Customs
On Friday 25 June 2010 at the Auditorium, Deloitte, 2 New Street Square, 
London, EC4A 3BZ
08.30-09.00 
Registration and continental breakfast.

09.00- 09.05
Welcome:  

· Tom Scott, Chairman IFA British Branch

09.05

Introduction:
· Judith Knott, Director, Business International, HMRC
09.20  

Topical issues in transfer pricing and dispute resolution
Collaborative dispute resolution in HMRC

· Geoff Lloyd – Director, Dispute Resolution, HMRC
09.50
Maximising the efficiency of meeting transfer pricing obligations in the multinational Group  

· Kirsten White – Head of UK Tax, Shell
10.20 Questions and discussion

10.30 Coffee 
Topical issues in transfer pricing and dispute resolution (continued)

11.00

The role of the advisor 

· Peter Nias – Partner, McDermott Will & Emery
11.25

Perspectives on transfer pricing
· Melissa Tatton – Deputy Director, Business International, HMRC
11.50 Questions and discussion

12.00

Key Developments in International Tax Cases in the UK and Europe
· Liesl Fichardt – Partner, Berwin Leighton Paisner
· Jonathan Schwarz  - Tax Barrister

12.30 Company Tax Reform – a view from HMT
· Mike Williams – Director, Business and Indirect Tax, HM Treasury


Q & A

13.00-14.00
Lunch
Our speakers for the session are:
Judith Knott  has worked on business tax since joining Inland Revenue in 1989.  After gaining operational experience on large business and anti-avoidance work, she moved into corporate tax policy in 1999 and was project leader for the first Review of Links with Large Business in 2001.  She was seconded to HM Treasury in 2004 to lead the Corporate Tax team, and returned to HMRC in 2007 as Deputy Director in the Business Customer Unit.  In January 2009 she took up the newly created role of Director of Business International within HMRC Business Tax.

Geoff Lloyd leads the development of HMRC's strategy for improved tax dispute resolution. Geoff started his Revenue career as a tax inspector, resolving disputes ranging from small business to large foreign bank issues. He has held a wide range of policy and senior management roles in HMRC, including as Director of Central Compliance and CT&VAT. Geoff has worked in the Treasury as Head of EU Finance, and as Acting Director, Europe. He is also currently Senior Adviser to the OECD, with a special emphasis on tax and financial stability.
 Kirsten White is currently the Head of UK Tax for Shell.  Kirsten is Chairman of UKOITC, a representative body for tax issues encountered by oil and gas companies, and a member of the fiscal forum of Oil and Gas UK. She spends much of her time working with O&G Industry members and Government officials talking on policy issues and proposed tax law change. Kirsten also sits on the UK Business Tax Forum, which contains senior representatives from large businesses, and has its primary role as fostering stronger relationships and greater understanding between large businesses, HM Revenue and Customs and the Treasury.

Peter Nias is a partner in the law firm of McDermott Will & Emery UK LLP, based in its London office.  He is head of the London office Tax Department, where his practice focuses on direct and indirect tax advice on a broad range of corporate and commercial business activities, including acquisitions and disposals, and corporate structures for UK and international business investments.  Peter also regularly advises on thin capitalisation and transfer pricing issues as well as tax disputes and litigation including negotiating settlements with the UK tax authorities. 

Melissa Tatton is Deputy Director, Business International with responsibility for transfer pricing and for JITSIC (Joint International Tax Shelter Information Centre). She chairs HMRC’s Transfer Pricing Board which sets HMRC’s strategic direction on transfer pricing. Melissa started her career in corporate taxation 20 years ago and has a wide range of corporate tax policy experience within HMRC.

Liesl Fichardt is a Tax Partner at Berwin Leighton Paisner and advises on International Tax including the EC Treaty, Double Taxation Conventions and EC Directives in relation to direct tax and VAT.  She has extensive experience in contentious tax matters and tax litigation in the Tribunal, the UK High Court and the Appeal Courts, as well as the European Court of Justice.
Jonathan Schwarz BA, LLB, LLM, FTII is an English Barrister at Temple Tax Chambers in London and is also a South African Advocate and a Canadian Barrister.  His practice focuses on international tax planning and tax disputes involving international issues. He is the author of Schwarz on Tax Treaties (CCH) and Booth: Residence, Domicile and UK Taxation 13th Edition (Bloomsbury) among other publications and a contributor to Transfer Pricing and Business Restructurings: Streamlining all the way (IBFD). He is first vice president of the International Fiscal Association and a visiting Professorial Fellow at the School of Tax Law, Queen Mary London University. He has been listed as a leading tax Barrister in both the Legal 500 by reference to recommendation for international corporate tax, and Chambers' Guide to the Legal Profession by reference to international transactions and particular expertise in transfer pricing. See www.taxbarristers.com for details.
Mike Williams is Director Business and Indirect Tax at HM Treasury.  As such he is responsible for corporation tax, capital gains tax, value added tax, other consumption taxes and environmental taxes.  His main tax expertise is in international tax and banking.

Mike is the UK delegate to and a vice-chair of the OECD’s Committee on Fiscal Affairs and sits on the CFA’s Bureau.  He is also a member of the Steering Group of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes.

Among previous posts, Mike was:

· Director Personal Tax and Welfare Reform at HM Treasury from January 2008 to March 2010.  This involved responsibility for income tax, social security contributions, inheritance tax, tax credits, savings and pensions and social security benefits;

· Director International Tax at HM Treasury from July 2004 to January 2008.  As such he was responsible for cross-border aspects of direct and indirect tax, including VAT, and for the conduct of and responses to tax litigation before the European Court of Justice;

· Deputy Director, International at the Inland Revenue from 2001 to 2004, with responsibility for business tax, in which role he was Competent Authority under the UK’s tax treaties.

Mike has a degree in physics from Balliol College, Oxford.

Date: Friday 25 June 2010
Time: 08.30am-2.00pm
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